108—Walking Through Tokyo
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“108” is ajourneywhereimageandsoundimmersethe viewerin analternativecityscape A walk throughthecity, the

microphone reveals the soundscape in a way one would perhaps perceive the world while walking: one’s attention focused ar
refocused in any given moment, the lines between reality, imagined and remembered, blurred. The architecture of Tokyo
bringsthevisitor into a free-falloutof expectations.lt is a city constantlyreconfiguringitself. Westernconventiongelating

individual buildingsto the public realmareabsentwhile startlingadjacenciesf scale function, materialsandagequestion
andrevealcodeshy which we attemptto readwhatis of value. Whereto directthe eyeamidstthe simultaneoustimuli?In a
cellularcity devoidof streetaddressesany mentalmapof monumentgjuickly becomes mirage. A hastyconsumptiorof

physical forms creates a sense of the material world’s evanescence, transient fashions collapsing as quickly as buildings.
Tokyo’s ambientsonicenvironmentis especiallyactiveandcompelling.Eventhe spacebetweensoundsevealsintriguing

aspects of this city, a place which has several large centres, each with their own distinct character, and no one downtown cotr
This journeyweavegogethemodernandtraditionalhawking,evangelistssermonizingtrain riding, avideoarcadeand
pachinkoparlour,kendoenmasseand,at the centreof the piece,“joya no kane”- the annualringing of templebells
108timesat12:00A.M. eachNew YearsEve. 108’s visualsequencenirrorsthe sonicmovementhrougha city of amplified
juxtaposition:Erosand Thanatosprightnessanddarknessgngagementndalienation.Tokyo showsusthe fullnessandvoid

of theelectricnight.

In writing his introductionto this work, JapanessoundscapscholarandcomposeHiroshi Yoshimurapennedanintriguing
discourseon the natureof humansoundfrom an Asian perspective!This soundscapseemsalmostto losethe quality of
noise,andcomesacrossamoreasa smell,almostlike body odour,sothatthe noiseof the city thatmight havebeenperceived
asbothersoméecomesoothing.In the globalizeddigital world only uniform informationhascometo be communicated.

It is lackingin thatsomethingextrathatwe perceiveonly with ourfive senses(excerpt,“108’, ‘soundchaos’andAsian
soundscapes”A 3-minute video, images,audio links and details at sarahpeebles.netunder “projects”

Between each evocative street scene, Peebles masterfully creates a palpable sense of the joy of motion
through urban spaces - the solid pneumatic hiss of the doors on the JR trains, station jingle and the
learned nasal twang of a streetcar conductor. Christie Pearson's street photos add another dimension to an
exquisitely sequenced piece of audio verité. —TheWire

What could emerge as self-indulgent noise is instead an absorbing episodic sound collage,
recalling a more cohesive version of one of Glenn Gould’s 1960s radio documentaries. —EyeWeekly



