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“Visionary in its experimental merging of the primitive with advanced digital technology...a series of incredibly active soundfields.”

—The Wire, Insect Groove CD review



Sarah Peebles is a Toronto-based American composer, performer, and broadcaster. She pursued violin, composition, and theatre studies in her native Minneapolis, MN, and received a Bachelor of Music degree in composition in 1988 from the University of Michigan’s School of Music at Ann Arbor. Peebles studied traditional and contemporary Japanese music at Toho Gakuen School of Music (1985), and studied and performed traditional and contemporary music in Japan independently and as a Japan Foundation Uchida Fellow over extended periods between 1985 and 1993. She has composed for electroacoustics, small ensemble, dance, installation work, video and film, animation, inter-disciplinary collaborations and music-theatre. Her current music focuses on computer-assisted composition and improvised performance using Max programming with internal sampling software, often together with live and/or prerecorded shô (Japanese mouth-organ), and often explores alternative performance settings, such as museums, bamboo groves, temples and parks. She is a member of “Smash and Teeny” (with guitarist Nilan Perera) and “Cinnamon Sphere” trio (with Perera and calligraphy performance by Chung Gong Ha). Her works have also been performed in Montréal, Banff, Calgary, New York City, Chicago, Minnesota, California, New Melbourne, Mexico, London, Ghent and Barcelona, among others. Sarah Peebles is a member of SOCAN for Canada and ASCAP for the rest of the world.



The following is a selected list of Peebles’ activities.





COMMISSIONS



As yet untitled radio work (December 2003-May 2004, 30:00), tape. Commissioned by Radio New Zealand/ “Revolutions per Minute” Features. Residency at RNZ/Wellington took place Dec.1 - 16, 2003 (including field recording in Paparoa National Park, NW. coast of the S. Island, Dec. 4-11). Scheduled for broadcast 2004/2005.



“White Powder/the Spiders” and “where the Wild things Went” spatialized multi-channel tape versions of stereo works.  Commissioned by New Adventures in Sound Art.  “Wild” realized at Banff Centre for the Arts September 1999 for Sound Travels/New Works Calgary premier October 1999 and various European performances; “Spiders”created April 2001 for Sound Travels at Gibraltar Point Centre for the Arts, Toronto Island, premier September 1, 2001),



“108�–Walking through Tokyo at the Turn of the Century” (composed January 2001, broadcast premiere February 3, 2001, 50:00), tape. Commissioned by Radio-Canada / la Chaîne Culturelle for L'espace du Son, (Mario Gauthier, producer). Recorded, edited and composed by Peebles.



“White Powder/The Spiders” with David Toop for Hot Pants Idol CD (Barooni). 
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LIVE PERFORMANCE AND TOURS (selected list)



Kiwi Night @ The Labyrinth, The Labyrinth Lounge, Toronto (March 1, 2004). Presented by InterAccess and CIUT 89.5 FM.  Produced and hosted by Peebles. Media jam/party, with audio-visual manipulation of New Zealand field recordings and photos: improvised collaborations by Sarah Peebles – field recordings, laptop audio, visual materials; Jeremy Rotsztain, Lewis Kaye – laptop audio; Robert Cruickshank – visual materials; Galen Scorer – laptop visual manipulations. Audio/visual materials also by Phil Dadson, Dean Hapeta/Te Kupu, Upper Hut Posse, Hirini Melbourne, Richard Nunns. 



Trambience, Christchurch Tram, Christchurch, New Zealand (Dec. 18, 2003). Sound Art Performance aboard the tram city loop. Sarah Peebles – laptop, CD, MD.  Organized by The Physics Room, initiated by Zita Joyce and Adam Willets.



HAPPY, Wellington, New Zealand (Nov. 30, 2003).  Phil Dadson – voice, stones, CD and Sarah Peebles – laptop MD; joined by Richard Nunns – flutes and David Rothenberg – clarinet. 



10th International Acousmatic Festival, “L’espace du son”, Marni theatre, Brussels, Belgium (Nov. 14, 2003). “108 - Walking through Tokyo at the Turn of the Century” (50 min. tape), diffused by festival founder Annette Vande Gorne for the 54-loudspeaker space, the acousmonium of Musiques & Recherches.  Produced by Musiques & Recherches.



Guelph Jazz Festival, Macdonald Stewart Art Centre, Guelph, Ontario (Sept. 5, 2003).  Evan Parker – saxophone, Sarah Peebles – laptop and shô, Nilan Perera – altered electric guitar and effects. 



Rålektronika-03, Rålamshovsparken Amfiteatern, Stockholm, Sweden (June 7, 2003). Solo laptop performance.



Smash and Teeny EU Tour (May 2003), Sarah Peebles-laptop & shô , Nilan Perera-prepared guitar & effects. Neue reformierte Kirche, Wuppertal Elberfeld, Germany; “RiSK” series, Club Paradox, Tilburg, Netherlands; ICA Theatre, London, UK, with David Toop; “Club Diabolique”, Patrick Kavanaghs, Moseley, Birmingham, UK; Centre for Contemporary Arts, Glasgow, Scotland.



“Cream Test Centrtrifuge”: SOUNDplay, Annex Theatre, Toronto (Nov. 16, 2002), produced and presented by New Adventures in Sound Art; Société des Arts Technologique, Montréal (Nov. 21, 2002), two concerts plus two day residency for site-specific development of works. Featuring: David Toop—flutes, electronics and spoken word; Sarah Peebles—laptop, diffusion (spatialization), minidisc and shô (mouth-organ); Nilan Perera—altered electric guitar and electronics; Darren Copeland—diffusion.  



7a*11d International Festival of Performance Art, Art System, Toronto (Nov. 9, 2002). _badpacket_ with Peebles performing “interrupt_7”. Mike Steventon + Michelle Kasprzak = _badpacket_ (computer generated imagery, performance, live video mixing and projection), Peebles, laptop.  (60:00).



“416 HearToGo” Festival of Toronto improvisers, The Oasis Club, Toronto (June 26, 2002). Smash and Teeny (Perera/Peebles).



Toronto Fringe Festival of Jazz, The Tranzac Club, Toronto (May 7, 2002). Smash and Teeny (Perera/Peebles).
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LIVE PERFORMANCE AND TOURS (cont.)





Cinnamon Sphere trio tour of Japan (Nov-Dec 1999). Kobe International Festival of Modern Music (Xebec), Space Alta (Yokohama), PlanB (Tokyo), Kokushoji and Ryusenji Temples, performing “Butl Jeol”.



Peebles’ works have also been performed at Oberlin College, University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, University of Wisconsin at River Falls, and in Montréal, Banff, Calgary, Toronto (Eugene’s Sunday Series @ Artword Theatre, The Ambient Ping, Music Gallery), Kitchener (Open Ears Festival), New York City (The Kitchen, Roulette Intermedium and others), Chicago, Minneapolis (The Walker Art Centre), Anaheim, San Francisco, New Mexico (The Outpost), London, Ghent, Barcelona and Melbourne, among others.





SELECTED INSTALLATION WORKS



“108-Walking Through Tokyo at the turn of the Century” (installation version). The Physics Room-A Contemporary Art Project Space, Christchurch, New Zealand (December 2, 2003 - January 17, 2004). Audio accompanied by a projected sequence of images depicting Tokyo's architecture, spaces and life. . Collaborators: Peebles, music; Christie Pearson, images.



“Quiet Hour for the Normill” (August 2002) installation for computer-generated sound and retired Mill. Created for the Normill (residence of Norman White), Durham, Ontario.



“Water-Circulation-Vessel” (1993) installation, Hakushu Village, Yamanashi Pref., Japan. Collaborators: Peebles, music; Robert Cruickshank, electronics (Canada); Hirotoshi Sakaguchi, earth work (Japan). Materials: electronics, sound-processing computer chip, custom-made circuitry, solar panel. 



“Music for Incandescent Events: Hanlan’s Point” (June, 2004). WADE event, Toronto.  Audio for sunset viewing with mirror installation; light-sensitive audio triggering devices. Collaborators: Peebles, music; Robert Cruickshank, electronics.





RECENT BROADCASTS and SCREENINGS



CIUT 89.5 FM, The Audible Woman-Abstract Index special programming, Toronto (April 7, 2004). “Via diaries” (45:00) radio performance featuring Tiina Kiik – accordion and improvisations, 

Sarah Peebles - laptop,  



BBC3, Mixing It, Smash and Teeny with John Butcher (May 2003); “Best of the Year” programme  (January 2002); interview and music highlights (Sept. 2001).



Deutschland Radio Berlin/Leitung Hörspiel Werkstatt (April 2003).European premier of            “108: Walking through Tokyo at the turn of the Century.”



RNZ (New Zealand), RPM/Features (March 2003). National broadcast of various audio works.



CBC Radio One,  Brave New Waves (2002-2003), various dates and works (30 entries).                           See http://ranta.dyndns.org/BNW/ for full details.



Sarah Peebles    composer/performer





RECENT BROADCASTS and SCREENINGS (cont.)



New York International Independent Film and Video Festival (April 2003); Canadian Conference on Preventing Crimes Against Humanity: Lessons from the Asia Pacific War (1931-1945) University of British Columbia, Vancouver (March 2003); Vancouver Asian Film Festival (November 2002); Vermont IFF (Oct 24-27, 2002); Preview Screening, Tranzac Club, Toronto (May 14, 2002) for  the video 

Yesterday is Now – the War, 55 years after Japan's surrender, video documentary 

(details under Recordings):



Peebles has also appeared, or had her works broadcast, on Radio-Canada’s Le Navire Night and L’espace du son, ABC’s Listening Room and Other Worlds (Australia), NHK’s Radio and Television (Japan), CBC Radio One’s The Arts Today, Bravo! Television’s Bravo! News, City TV’s Media Television (world syndication) and various community and college radio stations worldwide.





OTHER PROJECTS OF NOTE



The Audible Woman (1984 to present). Monthly grass-roots radio programme of “art music” composed and created by women, broadcast over Toronto's CIUT-FM Campus & Community Radio (89.5 FM) the 1st Wednesday of every month, 6-8 p.m. Hosted and produced by Peebles 1984-1989 over WCBN-FM (Ann Arbor, MI) and 1991 to present over CIUT-FM (Toronto).



Lecture/Demonstration, Radio New Zealand /Te Reo Irirangi o Aotearoa, Wellington (December 1, 2003). Lecture/demonstration for staff producers’ development on the the topics of processes which drive compositions and approaches to material, and parameters of radio and sound art.



Victoria University Conference, “Music, Locality and Place: towards a local discourse in music”, Wellington, New Zealand (November 27-30, 2003).  Illustrated talk “Transforming Canada: journeys through familiar, surreal and exotic terrain”.  Examples included works by Peebles, Robert Normandeau, Wende Bartley, and Kenneth Newby. 



Barcode music studio session, Frankfurt, Germany (May 22, 2003). Sarah Peebles – laptop; Guenter Schroth – barcode reader, electronics; Tobias Schmidt – laptop.



Artist talk and demonstration, InterAccess Electronic Media Centre, Toronto (November 13, 2002). Sarah Peebles and David Toop. Peebles: approaches to compositional and performance practice of electroacoustic music, which emphasizes working in real time and, especially for the Cream Test Centrifuge performances, multi-channel diffusion in an improvisational environment. 



Japan Foundation Uchida Fellowship, Japan (1992-93). Activities included: Water-Circulation-Vessel, Sound installation with earthwork, Hakushu Art Camp, Yamanashi Pref.; Sound of Eternity and Aqua Bubble, concerts with video and sound installation, Studio Kinshicho, Tokyo; Transforming Temple, concert with calligraphy and bugaku (court dance) performance, Shukôji Temple, Kawasaki. Suspended in Amber, (innova Recordings) CD. 
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SELECTED LIST OF AWARDS AND SUPPORT



Canada Council for the Arts · Ontario Arts Council · Toronto Arts Council · SOCAN Foundation · Banff Centre for the Arts · International Digital Media Awards (Xiaoyuan Tu video; music by Peebles) · Toronto Worldwide Short Film Festival and Minneapolis-St. Paul International Film Festival (best short film, Bed and Breakfast) · Inter/Access Electronic Media Arts Centre · Japan-United States Friendship Commission · American Composers Forum (McKnight Fellowship) · The Suitcase Fund through ACF · ASCAP Annual Awards 1993-2001 · ASCAP Grants to Young Composers · BMI Student Composers Award 





SELECTED RECORDINGS



Gathering, by Smash and Teeny, featuring John Butcher (May 2004, Spool records), enhanced double CD. CD I: Smash and Teeny (Nilan Perera-guitar and Sarah Peebles-laptop and shô) performing in the U.S. and Canada, 2001-2003. CD II: Smash and Teeny with John Butcher-saxophone 2003, Peebles/Perera/Gong video “Kaladar Kodex”, 1999.



Radiant Dissonance, Vol. Two (February 2003, Canadian Society for Independent Radio Production), CD. One in a 10-part radio series featuring the work of 11 Canadian audio artists.  Peebles, various works and commentary. 



108 - Walking Through Tokyo at the turn of the Century (November 2002, Post Concrete), enhanced CD. Sarah Peebles-50-minute soundscape; Christie Pearson-photos of Tokyo's architecture, spaces and public life; Yoshimura Hiroshi-essay on Tokyo's soundscape, past and present. 



Insect Groove (September 2002, cycling 74), enhanced CD.

Sarah Peebles with guest artists Kô Ishikawa, Jin Hi Kim, Nilan Perera and David Toop. Compositions, improvisations and field recordings; software examples of Max/MSP patches. Produced by Sarah Peebles.



"Hover" (1999, Studio Excelo) Ltd. edition CD. 

Cinnamon Sphere, with guest artist Jin Hi Kim. Sarah Peebles and Nilan Perera, with Chung Gong Ha, visuals. Performances and studio recordings 1996-1999.



Suspended in Amber, (1996, innova Recordings) CD. 

Collaborations in Japan: Sarah Peebles with guest artists TakashiHarada, Kazue Mizushima, Kô Ishikawa and Hiromi Yoshida, and Ikuo Kakehashi. Result of Japan Foundation Uchida Fellowship in 1992-1993.



Peebles’ work can also be heard on the MusicWorks, Hornblower, The Aerial, Terra Nova, Law and Auder, CRISP, CEC/PEP labels, and New Music Canada (www.newmusiccanada.ca), among others. 





FILM AND VIDEO PUBLICAIONS



Yesterday is Now – the War, 55 years after Japan's surrender, video documentary (January 2002, Independent/Canada, 96:00). Celine Rumalean, director. Music (various works): Solo and collaborative works by Sarah Peebles, Evan Parker, David Toop, Nilan Perera and Jin Hi Kim.



Bed and Breakfast, film (January 2001, Paulus Group, 30:00). Aaron Woodley, dir. Music composed by Eric Woodley, except “Nightmare #1” and “Nightmare #2” sequences by E. Woodley and Peebles.
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FILM AND VIDEO PUBLICAIONS (cont.)





Cinnamon Sphere Videos: Sarah Peebles and Nilan Perera, with Chung Gong Ha, visuals.

Produced by Peebles except where noted. Available through V-tape.



Kaladar Kodex (independent video release, 1999 / 10:40): Cinnamon Sphere creates in the great 	outdoors. Kaladar, Ontario.

If You Catch a Bird (demo video, 1999 / 9:16), Cinnamon Sphere performance with Jin Hi Kim at 

	The Music Gallery.

Slow Life (demo video, 1997 / 5:38), C.S. performance. Produced by Rogers Television, Toronto.



Strange Nature (demo video, 1997 / 12:00), collaborative performance and installation, with Bravo! TV interveiw segment. The Village of Yorkville Park / The Fringe Festival of Independant Dance, Toronto (see bio for performers, etc.).



Go Fish, music video, (1993). Peebles, music; Xiaoyuan Tu with Eugene Fiume and Demetri Terzopoulos, video. Available on SIGGRAPH Video Review, Issue 91; Imagina Festival of Computer Graphics. 
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